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COMBINE SECURITY WITH AMENITY 


BY ELEVATING THE PERIMETER OF THE ELLIPSE AN EARTH BACKED WALL PROVIDES ANTI-RAM 
VEHICLE INTERDICTION AS WELL AS A COMFORTABLE BENCH THAT RESPONDS TO THE SCALE OF 
THE, ELLIPSE. 


A RAIN GARDEN MANAGES WATER FLOW FROM THE SURROUNDING PAVED SURFACES WHILE 
PROVIDING A BUFFER BETWEEN THE CLUTTER OF PARKED CARS AND THE ELLIPSE. THE GARDEN IS 


FILLED WITH NATIVE PLANTINGS THAT RESPOND TO LOCAL WATER CONDITIONS AND THE REGIONAL 
CLIMATE TO PROVIDE A VIBRANT AND VERDANT AMERICAN LANDSCAPE. 
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BLEND 197 & 2157 


THE FRAMEWORK PLAN BY L’ENFANT AND THE ELLIPSE DESIGN BY DOWNING ARE COMBINED 


WITH CURRENT REQUIREMENTS FOR VEHICLES AND A CONTEMPORARY KNOWLEDGE OF WATER 
MANAGEMENT AND WORKING LANDSCAPES. 
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TAKING LESSONS FROM DOWNING’S 1851 PLAN, NEW GROVES HAVE BEEN DESIGNED TO REPLACE 
THE NORTHERN SIDE PANELS OF THE ELLIPSE. THE FOUR ISLANDS WITHIN DOWNING’S SIDE 
PANELS HAVE BEEN REINTRODUCED AND RESHAPED TO SOLVE THE DEMANDS PLACED ON 218! 


CENTURY PUBLIC SPACE. 
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EXISTING PROPOSED 


RECLAIM PUBLIC SPACE 


BY REDESIGNING THE EAST AND WEST ELLIPSE GROVES AND STRATEGICALLY RELOCATING 
PERIMETER SECURITY, THE PUBLIC REALM ALONG E STREET IS EXPANDED AND IMPROVED. 
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THE SECTION THROUGH E STREET BECOMES OPEN AND FULLY ACCESSIBLE. 
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